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SCHEDULED INTERSTATE AIR CARRIER CERTIFICATION AMD OPERATION RULES 

INTERIOR EMERGENCY EXIT MARKING LIGHTS 

Current ly e f f e c t i v e I iiO.173 ( f ) (2) o f Part kO o f t h e C i v i l A ir R e g u l a t i o n s r e q u i r e s t h a t , on a l l 
a i r p l a n e s used f o r scheduled i n t e r s t a t e a i r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a t n i g h t , a source or s o u r c e s of l i g h t w i t h 
an emergency energy supply independent o f t h e main l i g h t i n g system he i n s t a l l e d t o i l l u m i n a t e a l l emer
gency e x i t markings . Th i s p a r t i c u l a r requirement was adopted by t h e Board i n November of 1955 i n an 
amendment concerning emergency and evacuat ion equipment and procedures . The Board adopted t h i s r u l e t o 
i n c r e a s e s a f e t y i n t h e e v a c u a t i o n of a i r p l a n e s . I t was t h e Board's i n t e n t i o n t h a t through t h i s amendment 
a l l p a s s e n g e r - c a r r y i n g a i r p l a n e s would be equipped w i t h l i g h t s i n s t a l l e d s o a s t o i l l u m i n a t e a l l emergency 
e x i t s i n such a manner as t o a t t r a c t t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e occupants a t n ight and thus e x p e d i t e e v a c u a t i o n . 
The Board in tended t h a t t h i s requirement shou ld apply s p e c i f i c a l l y t o p a s s e n g e r - c a n y i n g a i r p l a n e s a s i s 
borne out by t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e amendment and t h e preamble t h e r e t o . However, t h i s p r o v i s i o n i s s o worded 
as t o be a p p l i c a b l e t o a l l a i r p l a n e s whether engaged i n passenger or cargo o p e r a t i o n s under Part 1.0 • 

The Board has been reques ted t o c l a r i f y i t s i n t e n t w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h i s p r o v i s i o n i n s o f a r a s its 
a p p l i c a b i l i t y t o a i r p l a n e s used i n n i g h t cargo o p e r a t i o n s i s concerned . A c a r e f u l rev iew o f t h e d e v e l o p 
ment of t h e emergency and e v a c u a t i o n equipment and procedure amendment r e v e a l s v e r y c l e a r l y t h a t t h e 
Concern o f a l l i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s was d i r e c t e d almost e x c l u s i v e l y to p a s s e n g e r - c a r r y i n g a i r p l a n e s . Th i s 
i s p a r t i c u l a r l y apparent wi th r e s p e c t t o t h e emergency e x i t marking l i g h t i n g requirements , t h e o b j e c t o f 
which i s t o i n s u r e , i n t h e c a s e of a crash l a n d i n g o r of a d i t c h i n g a t n i g h t , t h a t t h e pas sengers and 
crew may be ab le t o i d e n t i f y and operate emergency e x i t s t h u s e x p e d i t i n g evacuat ion of t h e a i r p l a n e . I n 
a i r p l a n e s used s o l e l y f o r t h e c a r r y i n g of c a r g o , t h e problem of l o c a t i n g and o p e r a t i n g emergency e x i t s 
during a d i t c h i n g or c r a s h l a n d i n g a t n ight i s not comparable t o t h a t encountered i n passenger o p e r a t i o n s . 
Proper ly q u a l i f i e d crews are s o f a m i l i a r w i t h every f e a t u r e o f t h e a i r p l a n e , and t h e emergency e x i t s which 
t h e y would normal ly u s e are s o c l o s e a t hand, t h a t s p e c i a l l i g h t i n g f o r t h e s e e x i t s i s u n n e c e s s a r y . 

^Furthermore, a i r l i n e crews t y p i c a l l y carry f l a s h l i g h t s . A l l e x i s t i n g l a r g e a i r p l a n e t y p e s used i n t h i s 
Ftype of o p e r a t i o n have an e x i t or l o a d i n g door l o c a t e d immediate ly a f t o f t h e f l i g h t deck and t h e c o c k p i t 
windows i n most c a s e s provide an a d d i t i o n a l means of crew e v a c u a t i o n . Furthermore, a survey o f a c c i d e n t s 
i n v o l v i n g n i g h t cargo o p e r a t i o n s i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e r e have been no d i f f i c u l t i e s i n crew evacuat ion t h a t 
would i n d i c a t e a need f o r emergency i l l u m i n a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s f o r t h e emergency e x i t s . 

I n v iew o f t h e f o r e g o i n g , I ljO.173 ( f ) ( 2 ) i s b e i n g amended t o r e f l e c t the i n t e n t o f t h e Board 
t h a t t h e emergency l i g h t i n g requirements apply o n l y to p a s s e n g e r - c a r r y i n g a i r p l a n e s . 

S i n c e t h i s amendment i s minor i n nature and Imposes no a d d i t i o n a l burden on any p e r s o n , n o t i c e and 
p u b l i c procedure hereon are unneces sary , and i t may be made e f f e c t i v e w i thout p r i o r n o t i c e . 

I n c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e f o r e g o i n g , t h e C i v i l Aeronaut ics Board hereby amends Part UO of the C i v i l 
Air R e g u l a t i o n s (Hi CFR Part ij.0. a s amended) e f f e c t i v e August 9 , 1957. 

By amending I U0.173 ( f ) (2) by adding a f t e r t h e words "August 3 1 , 1957" t h e words " i n a l l p a s s e n g e r -
c a r r y i n g a i r p l a n e s • , . 

( S e c . 205 ( a ) , 52 S t a t , 981.J k9 U . S . C U25 ( a ) . I n t e r p r e t or apply s e e s . 601, 60U, 60S, 52 S ta t . 1007, 
1 0 1 0 , as amended; U9 U . S . C . 551, 55U, 555) 

By t h e C i v i l Aeronaut ics Board: 

/ s / M. C. Mul l igan 
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